12                            INTRODUCTION

The harvest shall /loutish in wintry weather
When two virginities meet together:

The King & the I'rirsl must hr tied in a (other
Before two viigins am iii<rt together.

He is against all forms of human exploit uf ion, and all
rationalizations of it in human prejudice:

And all must iove the human I firm,
In  heathen, tnrk, or jexv;
Where Mercy,   l,n\r,  &  Pify  dwell
There (Jod is dwelling loo.

Against war, especially holy one.s; against armies, and
in pity for soldiers; against the factory system, thv luhor
of children, the evaluation of anything by money.

Jn "London," one of his simplest and greatest poems,
Blake paints the modem eity under the sign of man's
slavery, the agony of children, the suffering Soldier and
the Whore:

I wander thro' each chartered street,
Near where the chartered Thames does How,
And mark in every face I meet
Marks of weakness, marks of woe,

Jn every cry of every Man,
In every Infant's cry of fear,
In every voice, in every ban,
The mind-forg'd manacles I hear.

How the Chiinney-sweeper*s cry
Every blackening Church appalls;
And the hapless Soldier*s sigh
Runs in blood down Palace walls.

But most thro* midnight streets I hear

How the youthful Harlot's curse

Blasts the new born Infant's tear,

And blights with plagues the Marriage hearse.